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HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  the  Year  1941* 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Highworth  Rural  District  Council* 


Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health  the  statistics  of  population  and 
certain  other  matters  are  omitted  from  my  Report  for  the 
Year  1941* 

During  the  year  there  were  epidemics  of 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  which  were  widely  distributed* 

The  incidence  of  Diphtheria  appears  to 
have  been  very  favourably  influenced  by  the  Immunization 
of  School-children,  only  twelve  cases  being  reyjorted  of 
school-age,  and  than  only  in  those  who  had  not  been 
immunized*  Nearly  one-third  were  over  15  years  old. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the 
Council  for  their  consideration,  and  the  Sanitary  Staff 
for  their  co-operation* 

I am,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
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HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


GENERAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR,  1941. 


Section  A - Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area* 

Figures  for  area  and  population  are  being  omitted 
for  the  duration  of  the  War. 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £86,717 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £337*  6.  2. 


Social  Conditions  - The  normal  activities  are  similar 
to  those  which  existed  before  the  War,  with  certain 
alterations  due  to  War  conditions. 


Section  B - The  provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 
has  not  altered  with  regard  to  Laboratory  and  Ambulance 
facilities,  Nursing  in  the  Home,  Clinics  arid  Treatment 
Centres,  and  Hospitals. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1941* 

Details  are  given  in  the  Table  at  the  end  showing  age, 
Incidence  and  the  distribution  in  the  several  Parishes,  as 
well  as  the  number  of  admissions  to  Hospital. 

CANCER.  Surgical  treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  Swindon 
Victoria  Hospital,  the  Great  Western  Medical  Fund  Society1 s 
Hospital,  and  St. Margaret 1 s Hospital,  Stratton. 

A Clinic  is  held  once  a month  at  the  Victoria 
Hospital  by  a Specialist  in  Radium  Therapy  from  Bristol 
General  Hospital. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  were  distributed  as  follows:- 

25  to  35  . . . . . . 0 

35  to  45  ...  ...  0 

45  to  55  A 

55  to  65  . . . ...  6 

65  and  upwards...  ...  13 


It 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS.  No  action  has  been  necessary 
under  Section  66  of  the  public  Health  Act,  1925,  Specialist 
treatment  of  eye  cases  is  arranged  by  the  Swindon  Victoria 
Hospital. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  No  action  has  been  required  under  the 
Public  Health  (prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925, 
or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  during  1941  are  shewn  in  the  following 
table:- 
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SANITARY  STATISTICS,  1941  - TABLE  OF  NUISANCES  RECORDED  AND  ABATED 
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VISITS  AMD  INSPECTIONS, 1941 . 


House  Inspections 

House  re-inspections 

Infectious  disease  visits  * 

Houses  disinfected,  * . . . . 

Houses  fumigated ...... 

Pig-killing  on  producers  premises  

Bakehouses  

Dairies  and  cowsheds  

Wells . 

Meat  inspections  at  Bacon  Factory  

Miscellaneous  . . . 

Visits  re  applications  for  tenancies  of 

Council  houses 

Rate  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Aort  visits.. 


Total. . 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
Inspections 


Factories  with  mechanical  power  10 

Factories  without  mechanical  power . . 9 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  (including  works 

of  building  construction) 10 

Defects  found:-  Want  of  cleanliness  * 2 

Insufficient  sanitary 

conveniences 6 


The  above  defects  were  remedied* 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS 

Milk  Producers  

Milk  Retail  Purveyors  

Inspections  * 

Dairies  requiring  limewashing 

Cowsheds  requiring  limewashing 

Dirty  entrances  to  sheds 

Accumulations  of  manure. 

Dirty  utensils 

Defective  floors. 

Defective  drains 


TOTAL 


. . . 


ri 
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RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919 . 


One  hundred  and  eight  premises  were  treated  for 

rat  disinfestation. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  19X9 


The  following  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
during  the  year;- 


! 

i 

Cows  1 

Other  Cattle 

Calves, 

Pigs 

8heep 

Total  killed 

Nl  1 

Nil 

Nil 

4517 

Nil 

Total  inspected 

DISEASES  OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4587 

Nil 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

14 

Nil 

was  condemned, 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

370 

Nil 

condemned, 

Caraases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

17 

Nil 

was  condemned. 

Nil 

: 

Nil 

t . . .. 

Nil 

I 

OJ 

Nil 

HOUSING 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year;- 

(a)  Total  ( including  numbers  given  separately 

under  (b) 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts:- 


I.)  By  the  Local  Authority 
) By  other  bodies  or  persons 


O * 


o 

C- 


Nil 

9 
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* 1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR:- 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  Inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  227 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  * ' 407 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (].)  above)  which  ?/ere  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 42 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose 73 

(3)  Number  of  houses  found  in  such  a state  as  to 
be  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation Nil 

(4)  Number  of  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  reasonable  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation  35 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 

FORMAL  NOTICES 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers 20 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR:- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9>10  & 16  of  the 

Housing  Act, 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  5 

(2)  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices:- 

i 

(a)  By  owners  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied 10 


(2)  Number  of  houses  In  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices:- 

(a)  By  owners  , 10 

(. b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  1J>  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Oi’ders  were  made  . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition. Nil 

(d)  proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 

fit Nil 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV.  OVERCROWDING 

(a)  (l)Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year Nil 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein Nil 

(3) Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein Nil 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 4 

(1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year 4 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  


39 


